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catch up with the Russians, and, though the time-table and
syllabus for non-Russian schools differ slightly, the period for
learning is now more or less the same. The psychological research
and investigation carried out by the Scientific Research Institute
for National Minorities, in Moscow, has convinced them, so I
was informed, of the fallacy of the belief in the hereditary
inferiority in the intelligence of backward races. They insist that
this inferiority is a result of past economic conditions.
The nomadic habits of many of the nationalities and tribes
were and still are an obstacle to a wide education. The problem
is being tackled in two ways. At various points on the territories
of these tribes or peoples there are cultural stations, some of
which are still very primitive while others are very highly
developed. Every station has a school, with a hostel attached,
for the children of the nomads. In some cases the pupils stay in
the school for the whole school year, in others only for the winter
months. Where and when it is not possible for the children to
attend one of these boarding-schools, the school travels with the
tribe. A tent is given up to the teacher for use as a school, and
here the youngsters receive their lessons. Great efforts are being
made to instil settled habits into the nomads, which it is hoped
will help to solve the difficulties of their education.
In the early days the teachers were almost invariably Russian,
but even at the beginning the aim was to have native teachers.
The Institute of the Peoples of the North, in Leningrad, trains
teachers as well as social organisers and administrators for the
Far North. Originally it accepted illiterate students; now, owing
to the spread of education everywhere, students are required
to have finished the seven-year school. The various republics
and autonomous areas and regions now train their own teachers,
while the Institute for National Minorities, in Moscow, trains
lecturers, teachers for technicians, and Heads of schools,
particularly for the less developed regions.
So great are the achievements in education for the national
minorities that there are now no children between the ages of
eight and twelve who are not receiving some sort of education^